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TOWN OF SOUTH PRAIRIE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2016, 7:00 PM 
South Prairie Town Hall 

121 NW Washington Street 
 

The following is a condensation of the proceedings and is not a verbatim transcript. 

  
CALL TO ORDER: 
At 7:00 PM, Mayor Tony Caldwell called to order and presided over the Regular Council Meeting of 
Tuesday, September 6, 2016. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Council Members:   Stu Terry, Tim Trent, Jan Twardoski and Barb Wigton were present.  Joe Mills was 
absent. 
 
Also in attendance:  Marla Nevill, Clerk/Treasurer. 
 
FLAG SALUTE: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested everyone stand for the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA FOR SEPTEMBER 6, 2016: 
� Terry/Twardoski moved and seconded to approve the Agenda for September 6, 2016.  Mayor Tony 

Caldwell stated Emily Terrell, Town Planner, would not be able to attend the meeting.  Councilor 
Stu Terry requested adding Security Cameras under New Business.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 2, 2016: 
� Terry/Wigton moved and seconded to approve the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of August 2, 

2016.  Councilor Wigton requested changing the date to July 5, 2016 under the Narrative.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR AUGUST 2016 IN THE AMOUNT OF $28,343.77: 
� Wigton/Terry moved and seconded to approve the bills for August 2016 in the amount of 

$28,343.77 (twenty-eight thousand three hundred forty-three dollars and seventy-seven cents).  
Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS (Five Minute Limit per Comment or Complaint): 
1) Vicky Watkins – Request Free Use of the Community Center for the Veterans Memorial Event: 
� Terry/Twardoski moved and seconded to approve Vicky Watkins’ request for free use of the 

Community Center for the Veterans Memorial Event on November 11, 2016.  Council requested they 
pay the damage & cleaning deposit and key deposit, which are refundable.  Discussion followed.  
Motion carried unanimously.  

 
2) Lois Erath: 
Lois Erath addressed several issues in the Council Action Request.  Discussion followed.  Council 
encouraged the citizen to attend the Council meetings and/or read the minutes.  Discussion followed.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
None 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
1)  Security Cameras for Town Garage, Town Hall and Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP): 
Councilor Stu Terry stated the cameras have been very effective.  He said power is available next door 
to the Town Garage.  He stated it would cost approximately $200 (two hundred dollars) to install the 
cameras at each location.  He said it would cost an extra $50 (fifty dollars) to install lighting on the Town 
Garage.  He stated these are motion-activated cameras.  Discussion followed. 
� Wigton/Twardoski moved and seconded to approve the purchase of security cameras and equipment 

for the Town Garage, Town Hall and WWTP; and lighting for the Town Garage for approximately 
$650 (six hundred fifty dollars).  Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
2) FloHawks Contract – Pumping Tanks at WWTP: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said it is that time again to pump the tanks at the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP).  He said it is 30,000 (thirty thousand) gallons at an approximate cost of $11,000 - $12,000 
(elven to twelve thousand dollars).  Discussion followed. 
� Wigton/Twardoski moved and seconded to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement with 

FloHawks to pump 30,000 gallons at the WWTP for an approximate cost of $11,000 - $12,000).  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
3) Utility Ordinance Discussion: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell stated the current utility ordinance dropped the requirement that the STEP tank be 
pumped at the expense of the seller or buyer upon transfer of ownership.  Discussion followed.   
� Terry/Twardoski moved and seconded to reinstate the provision that the STEP tank be pumped at 

the expense of the seller or buyer at transfer of ownership.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested changing the utility shut-off date in the utility ordinance to fifteen (15) 
days.  Discussion followed. 
� Terry/Twardoski moved and seconded to revise the utility shut-off date to fifteen (15) days after the 

due date.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
4)  Authorization to Purchase New Water Meters: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested authorization to purchase new water meters.  He stated we purchased 
used meters several years ago; and we’re having issues with some of the meters.  Discussion followed. 
� Terry/Wigton moved and seconded to authorize the Mayor to purchase new water meters.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 
 
5) Authorization to Either Foreclose on Utility Liens and/or Turn Past Due Bills Over to a 
Collection Agency: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said we have several liens on properties for non-payment of utilities; and 
requested Council input on whether they want to foreclose on the liens or turn these over to a collection 
agency.  Discussion followed.  Council requested contacting the Town Attorney regarding this issue.   
 
MAYOR’S REPORT AND PUBLIC WORKS’ REPORT: 
1) Mayor Tony Caldwell said we received a proposal from the contracted Utility Operator and this 
would be presented to the Council at the October Council Meeting, because his contract expires on 
September 30, 2016.  He stated the Operator would like to take over the full responsibility of the utilities.  
He said the Town would only be responsible for the billing.  He said the proposed cost is $5,400 (five 
thousand four hundred dollars) to take over full service of utilities.  He said the Operator currently has 
other people working for him.  Discussion followed. 
2) Mayor Tony Caldwell said we had a break-in at the Town Garage.  Discussion followed.     
3) Mayor Tony Caldwell said Pierce County came out early and patched some of the roads.  Discussion 
followed. 
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4) Mayor Tony Caldwell said he has been busy with sewer issues.  Discussion followed. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT: 
Marla Nevill said we would hopefully start codification of ordinances this month.  Discussion followed. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS: 
1) Councilor Stu Terry said there was a break-in at the Town Garage; and a report would be submitted 
to AWC.  Discussion followed. 
2) Councilor Stu Terry said he hoped everyone enjoyed the fifteen (15) minute Council meeting last 
month. 
3) Councilor Tim Trent said we need to purchase four signs for “No Parking within 30 Feet of a Fire 
Hydrant.”  Councilor Barb Wigton said we also need to purchase “No Parking from Here to Corner” 
signs.  Discussion followed. 
� Terry/Twardoski moved and seconded to authorize purchasing signs as needed.  Discussion 

followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 
4) Councilor Barb Wigton said she is tired of the rats.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said that issue has 
already been resolved.  Discussion followed. 
5) Councilor Barb Wigton asked about the Code Enforcement issues.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said the 
issue on SE Second Street is looking good; and the property owner on SE Third Street has moved 
everything off of the right-of-way and onto their property.  He said we would have to follow up on the 
issues for the property located on Highway 162 West.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said 
the animal control ordinance was brought to the Council on numerous occasions; and no action was taken 
to limit the number or types of animals.  Discussion followed.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
� At 9:08 PM, Twardoski/Terry moved and seconded to adjourn the Regular Council Meeting of 

September 6, 2016.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

 
Date Approved:  October 4, 2016  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


