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TOWN OF SOUTH PRAIRIE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2015, 7:00 PM 
South Prairie Town Hall 

121 NW Washington Street 
 

The following is a condensation of the proceedings and is not a verbatim transcript. 

  
CALL TO ORDER: 
At 7:00 PM, Mayor Tony Caldwell called to order and presided over the Regular Council Meeting of 
Tuesday, September 1, 2015. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Council Members:   Stu Terry, Roy Hanson Jan Twardoski, Barb Wigton and Vicky Watkins were 
present. 
Also in attendance:  Joe Mills, South Prairie Creek RV Park; James Morgan, Town Engineer; Kirk 
Elliott, Utility Operator; and Marla Nevill, Clerk/Treasurer. 
 
FLAG SALUTE: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested everyone stand for the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA FOR SEPTEMBER 1, 2015: 
� Terry/Wigton moved and seconded to approve the Agenda for September 1, 2015.  Marla Nevill 

requested adding Item 1 under New Business for the Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) 
Relight Washington Grant Program – Authorizing the Mayor to sign the grant agreement after review 
and approval by the Town Attorney.  Terry/Wigton moved and seconded to amend the motion to 
approve the Agenda for September 1, 2015 with the addition of Item 1 under New Business for the 
TIB Relight Washington Grant Program.  Motion carried unanimously. 

     
ENGINEERING REPORT: 
1)  South Prairie Creek RV Park – Relocating Project: 
James Morgan said we met with Joe Mills, South Prairie Creek RV Park, regarding the relocation 
project.  Discussion followed. 
 
2)  Resignation Notice: 
James Morgan said he would finish the projects he is currently working on and he would be resigning at 
the end of the year.  Discussion followed. 
   
PLANNER REPORT: 
None 
 
PUBLIC WORKS’ REPORT: 
1)  Grant Funding: 
Kirk Elliott stated there is grant funding through the Department of Ecology for waste and stormwater 
improvements.  He said we should focus on the Water Pollution Revolving Fund where municipalities 
and organizations compete for grant funding.  He said there are also low-interest loans around 2% for 
Planning, Design and Construction.  He said repair of the Sewer Outfall might fall under one of the 
funding programs.  He said we need to improve the wastewater going into the stream; and a power system 
upgrade would allow the plant to run more smoothly.  He said there are grants for municipalities labeled 
as low-income.  South Prairie does not fall under the median income to qualify for this grant funding.  
James Morgan asked if an income survey could be done.  Kirk Elliott said using this information as a 
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guide; we might want to do an income survey.  James Morgan said loans could be turned into a grant or 
a zero-percent interest loan.  He said the application deadline is October 16th for the Fiscal Year 2017 
funding cycle.  Discussion followed.  Councilor Stu Terry asked Kirk what function he would have in 
this process.  Kirk Elliott said he went to a five-hour class; and he would work closely with the engineer.  
He knows what he would want to accomplish in moving forward.  Discussion followed.  Kirk Elliott said 
there are benchmarks that have to be met. 
 
2)  Status Report for the Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP): 
Kirk Elliott said the WWTP is working really well.  He said the influent coming into the plant is very 
acidic.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said Kirk is doing a really good job for the Town.  Discussion followed. 
 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 4, 2015: 
� Twardoski/Terry moved and seconded to approve the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of August 

4, 2015.  Discussion followed. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR AUGUST 2015 IN THE AMOUNT OF $28,795.40: 
� Hanson/Twardoski moved and seconded to approve the Bills for August 2015 in the amount of 

$28,795.40 (twenty-eight thousand seven hundred ninety-five dollars and forty cents).  Discussion 
followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 
Marla Nevill read letter from Lois Erath. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
1)  Ordinance No. 543 – An Ordinance of the Town of South Prairie, Pierce County, Washington, 
Repealing, Superseding and Replacing Ordinance No. 542 Related to Utility Connections, 
Regulations, Rates and Charges: 

*Request removing item from the table. 
� Terry/Twardoski moved and seconded to remove Ordinance No. 543 from the table.  Discussion 

followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1)  Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) Relight WA Grant Program – Authorize Mayor to 
sign the grant agreement after review by the Town Attorney: 
James Morgan said TIB is doing this program statewide.  There is no cost to the local jurisdiction.  He 
said TIB and Puget Sound Energy (PSE) are splitting the cost.   
� Wigton/Terry moved and seconded to authorize the Mayor to sign the TIB Relight Washington 

Grant Program Agreement after review and approval by the Town Attorney.  Discussion followed.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT AND PUBLIC WORKS’ REPORT: 
1) Mayor Tony Caldwell said the “School Bus Stop Ahead” signs are installed.  Discussion followed.   
2) Mayor Tony Caldwell said we have a community service worker doing weed eating and cleaning up 
around town.  He said he had to put in 50 hours; and he’s worked 35 hours so far.  Discussion followed. 
3) Mayor Tony Caldwell asked Vicky Watkins if the Cares Committee wanted to take out the railroad 
ties around the tree at Highway 162 E and South Prairie Road.  Councilor Vicky Watkins said they 
would like to remove the railroad ties and backfill with dirt.  Councilor Barb Wigton said we had 
requested that the Cares Committee give us a design.  Councilor Stu Terry said he did not recall that 
request.  Discussion followed.  Councilor Barb Wigton said maybe a “Welcome to South Prairie” sign.  
Councilor Stu Terry said they should repair it like it was.  He did not recall any talk about a design.  
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Discussion followed.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said we need to have the Cares Committee let us know 
when they get started and move forward. 
4) Mayor Tony Caldwell said the “School Bus Stop Ahead” signs are installed and we’ve already 
received complaints.  Discussion followed.  
 
CLERK’S REPORT: 
None 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORT: 
Councilor Stu Terry:  None 
Councilor Roy Hanson:  None 
Councilor Jan Twardoski:  None 
Councilor Barb Wigton: 

1) Rainier Avenue Improvements: 
Councilor Barb Wigton asked about the status of the Rainier Avenue Improvements.  Mayor 
Tony Caldwell said it was surveyed by Pierce County; and they have to bring out a special 
machine to grind it.  Discussion followed. 
2) Councilor Barb Wigton said she would like to thank the people that cleared the weeds at SW 
Third Street and South Prairie Carbon River Road and pushing back the brush on Union Hill.  
Discussion followed.  

Councilor Vicky Watkins: 
1) Park Inspections: 
Councilor Vicky Watkins said she did the park inspections and there were several issues.  
Mayor Tony Caldwell said he would assign a utility person to fix those problems.  Discussion 
followed. 
2) Veterans Day Event: 
Councilor Vicky Watkins said the Cares Committee is planning a Veterans Day Event.  Mayor 
Tony Caldwell asked that they bring it to the Council for approval at the October Council 
Meeting and have the amount requested be taken from the Veterans Memorial Fund.  Discussion 
followed. 

Mayor Tony Caldwell: 
 1) Meeting with Pierce County Planning and Land Services: 
 Mayor Tony Caldwell said we met with Pierce County Planning and Land Services regarding 
Pierce County taking over our Planning Services.  Discussion followed.  

   
ADJOURNMENT: 
� At 7:40 PM, Terry/Watkins moved and seconded to adjourn the Regular Council Meeting of 

September 1, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 

 
Date Approved:  October 6, 2015    


