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TOWN OF SOUTH PRAIRIE 

RECESSED COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015, 7:00 PM 

South Prairie Town Hall 

121 NW Washington Street 

 

The following is a condensation of the proceedings and is not a verbatim transcript. 

  
CALL TO ORDER: 
At 7:00 PM, Mayor Tony Caldwell called to order and presided over the Recessed Council Meeting of 
Tuesday, May 12, 2015. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Council Members:   Stu Terry, Roy Hanson, Jan Twardoski, Barb Wigton and Vicky Watkins were 
present. 
Also in attendance:  Joe Mills, citizen; Judy Tremblay, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer and Marla Nevill, Clerk-
Treasurer. 

 
FLAG SALUTE: 

Mayor Tony Caldwell requested everyone stand for the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 

 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA FOR MAY 12, 2015: 
� Terry/Twardoski moved and seconded to approve the Agenda for May 12, 2015.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 
     
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 

Joe Mills requested a copy of Ordinance No. 550; and staff offered to make a copy of the ordinance for 
Mr. Mills.  
 

At 7:05 PM, Mayor Tony Caldwell requested a five-minute recess so staff could make a copy of the 
ordinance for Mr. Mills. 
 
OPEN EXECUTIVE SESSION: Potential Litigation – Approximately 30 Minutes 
� At 7:10 PM, Watkins/Terry moved and seconded to go into Executive Session to discuss potential 

litigation for approximately thirty minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

At 7:40 PM, Mayor Tony Caldwell announced the Executive Session would be extended thirty minutes 
to 8:10 PM. 
 
CLOSE EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
� At 8:10 PM, Twardoski/Hanson moved and seconded to close the Executive Session.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested the Council address late fees.  Discussion followed.   
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1) Amend Agenda to address Late Fees: 
� Watkins/Twardoski moved and seconded to change the late fees to a flat rate of $15 per month on 

past due balances instead of 5%.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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2) Amend Agenda to address Past Due Late Fees: 
� Terry/Twardoski moved and seconded to recalculate the late fees on accounts with past due 

balances.  Discussion followed.  Terry/Twardoski moved and seconded to amend the motion to 
authorize the Mayor to negotiate and enter into an agreement with the three property owners with 
severe past due balances on their water/sewer utility bills.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

  
3) Ordinance No. 550 – An Ordinance of the Town of South Prairie, Pierce County, Washington 

amending Ordinance No. 542 related to Utility Connections, Regulations, Rates and Charges: 

� Terry/Twardoski moved and seconded to approve Ordinance No. 550, an Ordinance of the Town of 
South Prairie, Pierce County, Washington amending Ordinance No. 542 related to Utility 
Connections, Regulations, Rates and Charges; and changing the late fee to a flat rate of $15 per 
month on past due accounts.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 

4) Citizen Rented the Corner Lot at Highway 162 and Emery Avenue South - Complaint Submitted 

Because the Grass was not Mowed Prior to the Rental Date:  
Mayor Tony Caldwell said we received a complaint from the person that rented the corner lot at 
Highway 162 and Emery Avenue South because the grass was not mowed and weeds removed.  He 
said our maintenance worker was notified and reported back that it was too wet to mow.  He said the 
renter of the corner lot has requested that we refund her deposit and rental fees; because she had to 
mow the grass and remove the weeds from the property.  He said when we rent the Community 
Center there is no guarantee that the lawn would be mowed.  Discussion followed.   

� Twardoski/Watkins moved and seconded to only refund the deposit of $100.  Discussion followed.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
� Twardoski/Terry moved and seconded to do away with rental of the corner lot at Highway 162 and 

Emery Avenue South.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

Mayor Tony Caldwell said the Ordinance 536 would be revised and ready for Council action at the 
June Council meeting. 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  
� At 8:38 PM, Twardoski/Terry moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting of May 12, 2015.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

Date Approved:  June 2, 2015  


