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TOWN OF SOUTH PRAIRIE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2015, 7:00 PM 

South Prairie Town Hall 
121 NW Washington Street 

 
The following is a condensation of the proceedings and is not a verbatim transcript. 

  
CALL TO ORDER: 
At 7:00 PM, Mayor Tony Caldwell called to order and presided over the Regular Council Meeting of 
Tuesday, May 5, 2015. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Council Members:   Stu Terry, Jan Twardoski, Barb Wigton and Vicky Watkins were present.  Roy 
Hanson was absent. 
Also in attendance:  Joe Mills, citizen; James Morgan, Town Engineer, Judy Tremblay, Deputy Clerk-
Treasurer and Marla Nevill, Clerk-Treasurer. 

 
FLAG SALUTE: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested everyone stand for the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA FOR MAY 5, 2015: 
� Wigton/Terry moved and seconded to approve the Agenda for May 5, 2015.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 
     
ENGINEERING REPORT: 
James Morgan stated they met with the representatives from the South Prairie RV Park and discussed 
what they needed to do to move forward with relocating the RVs.  Discussion followed. 
    
PLANNER REPORT: 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 7, 2015: 
� Twardoski/Wigton moved and seconded to approve the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of April 

7, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR APRIL 2015 IN THE AMOUNT OF $36,784.28: 
� Terry/Watkins moved and seconded to approve the Bills for April 2015 in the amount of $36,784.28 

(thirty-six thousand seven hundred eighty-four dollars and twenty-eight cents).  Discussion followed.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 
None   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
1) Ordinance No. 543 – An Ordinance of the Town of South Prairie, Pierce County, Washington, 
Repealing, Superseding and Replacing Ordinance No. 542 Related to Utility Connections, 
Regulations, Rates and Charges: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested the Council table Ordinance No. 543 for further review by the 
attorneys. 
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� Terry/Twardoski moved and seconded to table Ordinance No. 543 until the June Council Meeting.  
Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1) Ordinance No. 549 – An Ordinance of the Town of South Prairie, Pierce County, Washington, 
revising the South Prairie Shoreline Master Program and adopting a Summary for Publication: 
� Twardoski/Wigton moved and seconded to approve Ordinance No. 549, revising the South Prairie 

Shoreline Master Program and adopting a summary for publication.  Marla Nevill requested the 

following to read as follows:  1) under Section 1, “Appendix A (the Environmental Designation 
Map and the Shoreline Buffer Map)” to match how it is stated in the SMP; 2) under Section 3, 
“The Town Council hereby adopts the Shoreline Buffer Map included as Attachment A, Appendix 
A,” to match how it is stated in the SMP; and 3) under Section 4, “The Town Council hereby adopts 
the No Net Loss Report included as Attachment B, attached hereto and incorporated by this reference, 
and the Cumulative Impacts Analysis included as Attachment C,” to match how they are listed in the 
document.  Discussion followed.  Twardoski/Wigton moved and seconded to approve Ordinance 
No. 549, with the corrections noted.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
2) Council Elections Filing Dates – May 11 – 15, 2015, for more details visit the Pierce County 
Elections website at:  http://www.co.pierce.wa.us/index.aspx?NID=3316    

Marla Nevill reminded the Council of the Council Elections Filing Dates of May 11 – 15, 2015.  
Discussion followed. 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
1) Installation of Alarm System at the Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP): 
Mayor Tony Caldwell stated the alarm system would be installed at the WWPT on May 14th.  He said 
he’s looking forward to the WWTP being monitored the same way as the Water System.  Discussion 
followed. 
   
PUBLIC WORKS’ REPORT: 
1) Mayor Tony Caldwell stated we have not had any call-outs for the Utilities Department.  He said we 
had one incident where a truck ran over a sewer lid and it collapsed the lid.  Discussion followed. 
2) Mayor Tony Caldwell said when the weather improves he would be requesting approval to repair 
some of the roads in Town.  Discussion followed.   

 
CLERK’S REPORT: 
None 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORT: 
1) Councilor Stu Terry asked why his water bill is really high.  Discussion followed.    
2) Councilor Stu Terry stated there were horses and cows running loose at the Third Street Park and 
stated concerns about the liability.   Mayor Tony Caldwell said he contacted the property owner and 
requested they fix the fence.  Discussion followed.    
3) Councilor Stu Terry said he saw someone riding a motorized scooter on the Trail; and he advised 
them that motorized vehicles were not allowed on the Trail.  Discussion followed. 
4) Councilor Stu Terry said he saw elk behind Third Street Park.  Discussion followed. 
5) Councilor Jan Twardoski said she, Tony and Stu attended a meeting in Buckley; and there are 
alternative funding sources available.  Discussion followed. 
6) Councilor Jan Twardoski said she won a certificate for free registration to the AWC Annual 
Conference June 23 – 26, 2015.  She said she could not attend and offered the certificate to anyone who 
would be able to attend.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Tony Caldwell gave the certificate to Marla. 
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7) Mayor Tony Caldwell said our contracted Utility Operator is looking at applying for a supervisor 
position for the City of Puyallup.  He said under the contract, the operator is supposed to provide his own 
relief if he is off.  He said Kirk would be attending a class in Lacey on May 30th.  Discussion followed.   
8) Councilor Vicky Watkins said she got a printout for the school bus stops.  She wants to post signs for 
the bus stops, such as “School Bus Stop Ahead.”   Mayor Tony Caldwell said it is very important that 
we post these signs; because we have had issues at the bus stop at Emery and Second Street.  He said we 
need two signs on Emery Avenue South.  Discussion followed. 
9) Councilor Barb Wigton asked if the letter had been picked up by the property owner on SE Third 
Street regarding the Code Enforcement issues.  Marla Nevill said yes, the letter was picked up by the 
property owner.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said they have until June to comply with the Code Enforcement 
letter.  Discussion followed. 
10) Councilor Barb Wigton asked if the damage had been repaired at the Third Street Park.  Mayor 
Tony Caldwell said the perpetrator put soil down and mulch on top of the soil; but we’ll have to wait to 
see if the grass grows back.  Discussion followed. 
11) Councilor Barb Wigton asked Mayor Caldwell if he had obtained a police report for the accident on 
Highway 162 at South Prairie Road.  Mayor Tony Caldwell stated the police report should be amended 
to include the property damage to Town property.  He stated we would have to go after the parents for the 
property damage since the driver was under age 18.  He said he’s working on that.  Discussion followed. 
12) Councilor Barb Wigton asked if the police hours had been increased.  Mayor Tony Caldwell stated 
they are at 15 hours per month.  He said he spoke to the Deputy and they’re doing the best they can.  
Councilor Barb Wigton stated they have not filled vacancies due to retirement or officers that have 
moved on.  Discussion followed. 
   
RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: Potential Litigation – Approximately 30 Minutes 
� At 7:40 PM, Twardoski/Terry moved and seconded to recess to Executive Session to discuss 

Potential Litigation for approximately 30 minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

� At 8:10PM, Mayor Tony Caldwell announced that the Executive Session would be extended to 8:30 
PM. 

 
CLOSE EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

� At 8:30 PM, Twardoski/Watkins moved and seconded to close the Executive Session.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
Council Discussed Late Fees for the Water/Sewer Utility Bills.   
 
The Council requested amending the agenda to change the Utility Late Fees.   

� Terry/Twardoski moved and seconded to change the utility late fees to $35 per month.  
Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Draft Letters: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said the Town attorney prepared draft letters for the past due accounts that were 
previously discussed.  Councilor Barb Wigton requested that we review the figures to make sure they 
are correct.  She said we voted on foreclosure at the last meeting.  She said to redirect the Town attorney 
to redraft the letters and the lien holder be notified as well.  Discussion followed.  Councilor Barb 
Wigton requested that the Council meeting be recessed one week; and request that the Town attorney 
research further.  Discussion followed. 

� Twardoski/Terry moved and seconded to check with Town attorney to make sure waiving any 
of the late fees is not a “gift of public funds.”  Discussion followed.  
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 RECESS TO MAY 12, 2015:  
� At 9:13 PM, Wigton/Twardoski moved and seconded to recess to May 12, 2015.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 
 
 
 

 
Date Approved:  June 2, 2015  


