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TOWN OF SOUTH PRAIRIE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2015, 7:00 PM 
South Prairie Town Hall 

121 NW Washington Street 
 

The following is a condensation of the proceedings and is not a verbatim transcript. 

  
CALL TO ORDER: 
At 7:00 PM, Mayor Tony Caldwell called to order and presided over the Regular Council Meeting of 
Tuesday, February 3, 2015. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Council Members:   Stu Terry, Roy Hanson, Barb Wigton and Vicky Watkins were present. 
Also in attendance:  Joe Mills, Catherine and Mike Searles, and Jan Twardoski citizens; James Morgan, 
Town Engineer, and Marla Nevill, Clerk-Treasurer. 

 
FLAG SALUTE: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested everyone stand for the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA FOR FEBRUARY 3, 2015: 
� Terry/Hanson moved and seconded to approve the Agenda for February 3, 2015.  Mayor Tony 

Caldwell said there would be an Executive Session at the end of the meeting for approximately 20 
minutes to discuss Potential Litigation.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

     
ENGINEERING REPORT: 
James Morgan stated he reviewed a right-of-way permit application for Comcast for an address on 
Eleanor Court North.  Discussion followed. 
 
James Morgan stated he completed a grant application to update our Water System Plan.  He stated we 
are behind schedule for updating the plan.  Discussion followed. 
    
PLANNER REPORT: 
None     
 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES OF 
JANUARY 13, 2015: 
� Hanson/Terry moved and seconded to approve the Regular Council Meeting/Public Hearing Minutes 

of January 13, 2015.  Discussion followed.  (Three approve/one opposed).  (Wigton opposed).  
Motion carried. 

 
APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR JANUARY 2015 IN THE AMOUNT OF $59,278.69: 
� Terry/Watkins moved and seconded to approve the Bills for January 2015 in the amount of 

$59,278.69 (fifty-nine thousand two hundred seventy-eight dollars sixty-nine cents).  Discussion 
followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell introduced Janyce Twardoski and stated Governor Inslee appointed her to 
Council Position #3.  He stated she would be sworn into office at the Recessed Council Meeting on 
February 10, 2015.  Discussion followed. 
 
Mike and Catherine Searles introduced themselves and stated they are excited to be living in the small 
town of South Prairie.  Discussion followed. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
1) Update on Council Member, Position No. 3 Vacancy: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell gave an update stating that Governor Inslee appointed Janyce Twardoski to 
Council Position #3 and she would be sworn into office at the Recessed Council Meeting on February 10, 
2015.  Discussion followed. 
 
2) Ordinance No. 543 – An Ordinance of the Town of South Prairie, Pierce County, Washington, 
Repealing, Superseding and Replacing Ordinance No. 542 Related to Utility Connections, 
Regulations, Rates and Charges: 
� Terry/Wigton moved and seconded to table Ordinance No. 543 until the March Council Meeting.  

Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
3) Update on Street Lights at two locations; 1) Hwy. 162 and South Prairie Road and; 2) Hwy. 162 
and Rainier Avenue: 
� Terry/Watkins moved and seconded to approve Option 2; change extension arm from six feet to 

sixteen feet for the street light located at Hwy. 162 and South Prairie Road, approximate cost of 
$259.33.  No action was taken at this time for the street light at Rainier Avenue and Hwy. 162.  
Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
4) Colorscapes Landscaping Services: 
� Terry/Wigton moved and seconded to approve going with Colorscapes for Landscaping Services.  

Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1) Mayor/Council Salaries: 
� Wigton/Terry moved and seconded to amend the Mayor and Council Member salaries stated in 

Ordinance 494 as follows:  Section 2:  The salary of the Mayor shall be $100 per month plus $10 
$50 for each Recessed Council Meeting, with a cap of $130 per month plus $25 for each 
delegate/committee meeting and mileage reimbursement for delegate/committee meetings.  Salary 
for Town Council Members shall be $50 per month plus $10 for each Recessed Council Meeting, 
with a cap of $80 per month plus $25 for each delegate/committee meeting and mileage 

reimbursement for delegate/committee meetings. Discussion followed.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
 MAYOR’S REPORT: 
1) Mayor Tony Caldwell requested approval for a cell phone for Town business only, and it would be 
turned over to Mayor Pro-Tem in his absence and passed on to the next elected Mayor.   
� Wigton/Terry moved and seconded to approve the purchase of a cell phone for the Mayor for Town 

business only.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously.   
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PUBLIC WORKS’ REPORT: 
1) Mayor Tony Caldwell stated the monitoring plan for the alarm systems at the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant and the Water Reservoir would cost approximately $1200 for three years; and requested Council 
approval for the monitoring plan.    
� Wigton/Hanson moved and seconded to approve the monitoring plan for the alarm systems at the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant and the Water System Reservoir.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
CLERK’S REPORT: 
1) Painting of the Town Hall: 
� Wigton/Watkins moved and seconded to approve Option 2, Volunteer Work Crew to paint the Town 

Hall.  Council Members Terry and Watkins volunteered to paint the Town Hall.  Discussion followed.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

2) Judy is attending the Bias Conference – February 17 – 19, 2015 (Registration was paid by a 
scholarship from AWC; and Town will have to reimburse travel and lodging). 
Marla Nevill gave an update on Judy attending the Bias Conference.   
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORT: 
1) Councilor Roy Hanson stated there is a street light by his house that is on 24/7.  Discussion followed.  
Councilor Barb Wigton stated if he gets the pole number, a crew would come out to fix the problem. 
    
2) Councilor Barb Wigton asked how the community service was working.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said 
it is working out very well; and he had a community service crew out here two weeks ago to do some 
work on SE Second Street.  He said they have been calling him to see if we need them.  Discussion 
followed.    
 
3) Councilor Barb Wigton stated there are several locations in town that require Code Enforcement.  
Mayor Tony Caldwell stated we have to send out letters to all citizens in town.  Councilor Barb 
Wigton asked when we were planning to have Spring Cleanup.  Discussion followed. 
 
4) Councilor Vicky Watkins requested the town install “Bus Stop Ahead” signs.  Catherine Searles 
requested that the tree in Town right-of-way by the bus stop at Emery Avenue South and SE Second 
Street be trimmed or removed as it is dead.  Mayor Tony Caldwell stated he would look into this issue 
and bring it back to Council.  Discussion followed. 
 
5) Councilor Vicky Watkins asked about the procedure for running for Council.  Mayor Tony Caldwell 
said sign-up dates are May 11-15 through Pierce County Elections.  He said all Council Members have to 
run for office this year.  Discussion followed. 
 
Mayor Tony Caldwell stated if there was nothing further, he would entertain a motion to recess to the 
Executive Session for approximately twenty minutes to discuss potential litigation. 
 
OPEN EXECUTIVE SESSION: Potential Litigation (Approximately 20 Minutes) 
� At 8:30 PM, Terry/Watkins moved and seconded to approve opening the Executive Session for 

approximately twenty minutes to discuss potential litigation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CLOSE EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
� At 8:50 PM, Terry/Hanson moved and seconded to approve closing the Executive Session.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 
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RECESS TO FEBRUARY 10, 2015, 7:00 PM FOR RECESSED COUNCIL MEETING/PUBLIC 
HEARING: 
� At 8:53 PM, Terry/Hanson moved and seconded to approve recessing the meeting to February 10, 

2015, 7:00 PM for Recessed Council Meeting/Public Hearing.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 

 
Date Approved:  March 3, 2015  


