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TOWN OF SOUTH PRAIRIE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2014, 7:00 PM 
South Prairie Town Hall 

121 NW Washington Street 
 

The following is a condensation of the proceedings and is not a verbatim transcript. 

  
CALL TO ORDER: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell called to order and presided over the Regular Council Meeting of Tuesday, 
October 7, 2014, at 7:00 PM. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Council Members:   Stu Terry, Roy Hanson, Vicky Watkins and Barb Wigton were present. 
Also in attendance:  T. Lynn Leasia-Nevill, Karen Leming, Nancy Rose, Pat McElligott, Alicia and Eric 
Satterthwaite, Erin Richardson and Doug Hinkle, citizens; Jerry Thorson, East Pierce Fire and Rescue 
Fire Chief; James Morgan, Town Engineer; Judy Tremblay, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer; and Marla Nevill, 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

 
FLAG SALUTE: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested everyone stand for the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA FOR OCTOBER 7, 2014: 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to approve the Agenda for October 7, 2014.   Councilor Roy Hanson 

seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Council requested pulling Item #2 under New Business.  
Councilor Stu Terry moved to amend his motion to approve the Agenda for October 7, 2014, and 
pull Item #2 under New Business.  Councilor Roy Hanson seconded the amended motion.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

     
ENGINEERING REPORT: 
James Morgan, Town Engineer, said due to the change in staff, he did not have any report.     
 
PLANNER REPORT: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said there would not be a Planner’s Report tonight. 
 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 2, 2014: 
� Councilor Barb Wigton moved to approve the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of September 2, 

2014.  Councilor Stu Terry seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF RECESSED COUNCIL MEETING/WORKSHOP MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 
22, 2014: 
� Councilor Barb Wigton moved to approve the Recessed Council Meeting/Workshop Minutes of 

September 22, 2014.  Councilor Vicky Watkins seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   

 
APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR SEPTEMBER 2014 IN THE AMOUNT OF $45,064.00: 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to approve the Bills for September 2014 in the amount of $45,064.00 

(forty-five thousand sixty-four dollars and zero cents).  Councilor Roy Hanson seconded the motion.  
Several questions were asked and answered regarding several of the bills.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
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CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 
Numerous citizens were in attendance at the Council Meeting to express concerns about rumors they had 
heard that South Prairie was considering going back to an all-volunteer fire department.  Mayor Tony 
Caldwell said as the Mayor, he has not heard those rumors.  He said we had some serious issues we had 
to address and those were taken care of today; and now we can get back to the negotiations with East 
Pierce Fire and Rescue.  Karen Leming suggested working with East Pierce Fire and Rescue as she likes 
the service they are receiving; and she submitted a letter to the Mayor and Council.  Pat McElligott said 
he was under the impression there is a levy on the November ballot, and asked if South Prairie is part of 
that levy.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said no.  Doug Hinkle asked about a timeline for the fire agreement 
and asked to meet with the negotiating committee.  Nancy Rose said she came to the meeting because she 
had heard rumors and wanted to find out if they were true.  Pat McElligott stated he lives in Pierce 
County and heard that the volunteers wanted to go back to an all-volunteer fire department.  He said you 
should think about the consequences of an all-volunteer fire department and what type of service that 
would mean for the citizens of South Prairie.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said he has not heard those rumors.  
He said Karen Leming talked to him about a week ago.  He said separation has not come up during the 
negotiations.  Pat McElligott said he wanted to know if there was any truth to these rumors.  Mayor 
Tony Caldwell said he would like the citizens to put these rumors to rest.  Discussion followed.  Fire 
Chief Jerry Thorson said he would do what he could to kill those rumors as well.  Doug Hinkle stated 
he would like to put the nervousness to rest.  Councilor Barb Wigton said the meetings are open to the 
public.  Discussion followed.     
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1)   Interview Candidates for Council Member, Position No. 3 Vacancy: 
There was one “Letter of Interest” received from T. Lynn (Lynn) Leasia-Nevill.  The Council interviewed 
Lynn Leasia-Nevill for Council Member, Position No. 3 vacancy.  Lynn Leasia-Nevill stated she grew 
up here and graduated from White River High School.  She stated she would like to get involved to help 
better the community.  Councilor Stu Terry asked if she had been on other committees.  Lynn Leasia-
Nevill stated yes, and she was also a manager.  Councilor Roy Hanson asked if she was related to Marla.  
Lynn Leasia-Nevill said yes, she is my mom.  Councilor Barb Wigton asked about experience with 
budgeting, since we are going through the budgeting process.  Lynn Leasia-Nevill said she does 
budgeting for six-twelve of her clients.  She stated she works with disabled adults.  Councilor Barb 
Wigton asked Lynn about references.  Lynn Leasia-Nevill said she stated in her “Letter of Interest” that 
she could provide references upon request.  Councilor Barb Wigton stated we cannot make the 
appointment until they have some questions answered.  She told Lynn Leasia-Nevill to send a list of 
references to her mom.  She asked the audience members if anyone knew anyone that would be interested 
in being on Council and talk to them.  She said Jerry Thorson is also looking for volunteer firefighters.  
Discussion followed.     
  
2) Appoint Council Member to Position No. 3 Vacancy: 

Item #2 was pulled from the agenda.   
 
3) Resolution No. 329 – Authorizing Mayor to Sign a Personal Services Agreement with Kirk Lee 
Elliott as an independent contractor/consultant to operate the Town’s Water and Sewer Systems: 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to approve Resolution No. 329, authorizing the Mayor to sign a 

Personal Services Agreement with Kirk Lee Elliott as an independent contractor/consultant to operate 
the Town’s Water and Sewer Systems.  Councilor Barb Wigton seconded the motion.  Discussion 
followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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4) Ordinance No. 543 – Repealing, Superseding and Replacing Ordinance No. 542 Related to Utility 
Connections, Regulations, Rates and Charges: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said the Town attorney would like to look over the ordinance but not act on it as it 
requires closer review.  Discussion followed.   
� Councilor Barb Wigton moved to table Ordinance No. 543 until the November Council Meeting.  

Councilor Roy Hanson seconded the motion.  Three approved and one opposed.  (Councilor Stu 
Terry opposed).  Motion carried. 

 
5) Authorize Mayor to Execute the Comcast Electronic Funds Transfer Agreement to Receive 
Cable Franchise Fees Electronically:   
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the Comcast Electronic Funds Transfer 

Agreement to Receive Cable Franchise Fees Electronically.  Councilor Roy Hanson seconded the 
motion.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
6) Review Draft Budget for FY2015: 
Judy Tremblay requested the Council review the draft Budget for FY2015 and make notes for discussion 
at the Budget Workshop.  She stated we have to approve the Budget by Fund per the Auditor’s 
recommendation.  Discussion followed. 
 
7) Schedule Public Hearing for November 4, 2014, 7:00 PM for the Fiscal Year 2015 Budget and 
Setting Tax Levy Rates: 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to schedule the Public Hearing for November 4, 2014, 7:00 PM for the 

Fiscal Year 2015 Budget and Setting the Tax Levy Rates.  Councilor Roy Hanson seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

  
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
1) Mayor Tony Caldwell said the Union worked with me and have approved contracting out for the 
water and sewer systems operations.  Discussion followed. 
 
2) Mayor Tony Caldwell stated we have to order a “Sludge Judge” to measure the solids in the sewer 
tanks.  We also need authorization to order chemicals to do testing for our Lab Accreditation.  He gave a 
list of the items to the Council.  Discussion followed. 
� Councilor Barb Wigton moved to authorize the purchase of the items for the Lab Accreditation and 

the “Sludge Judge.”  Councilor Stu Terry seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
3) Mayor Tony Caldwell stated we have received several complaints about horse waste and people not 
cleaning up after their animals.  Discussion followed. 
 
4) Mayor Tony Caldwell stated we have also received complaints that there are seven horses on a two-
acre parcel on SW Third Street.  He said according to our ordinance only one animal over 300 pounds is 
allowed per acre.  Discussion followed.    
 
PUBLIC WORKS’ REPORT: 
1) Mayor Tony Caldwell said Kirk Elliott is doing a good job.  He said Kirk is willing to learn.  
Councilor Barb Wigton asked if he would be providing a monthly report.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said 
right now he is trying to get up to speed.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said he told Kirk 
we have to stay in compliance. 
 
2) Mayor Tony Caldwell said now that the sewer moratorium has been lifted by the Department of 
Ecology, he encouraged the Council to pass a sewer moratorium so we can monitor the system and have 
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the engineer look into a study to determine the number of connections that could be added.  Discussion 
followed.  Mayor Tony Caldwell stated we are not releasing any sewer connections at this time.            
 
CLERK’S REPORT: 
1) Marla Nevill stated that Anne Fritzel, Washington Department of Commerce (WDOC), would like to 
meet with the Council for a Work Session on October 14th or 28th to discuss the updates to the 
Comprehensive (Comp) Plan, Development Regulations and the Critical Areas Code.  Discussion 
followed.   
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to have a Work Session on October 14, 2014, 7:00 PM, to meet with 

Anne Fritzel, WDOC, to discuss the updates to the Comp Plan, Development Regulations and Critical 
Areas Code.  Councilor Vicky Watkins seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
2) Judy Tremblay asked the Council Members to review the budget; and any comments or questions 
could be addressed at the Budget Workshop on October 21, 2014. 
  
COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORT: 
1) Councilor Vicky Watkins said we took the Roles and Responsibilities class; and asked if the staff is 
required to take those classes.  She said she thought they should take that class.  Mayor Tony Caldwell 
said they went to the class in Buckley.  Discussion followed. 
 
2) Councilor Barb Wigton said the hillside is sliding into the roadway on SE Second Street.  She 
requested the property owner be notified.  She said we need to have ecology blocks installed and fix the 
road and the ditch.  Discussion followed. 
 
3) Councilor Barb Wigton stated concerns about the abandoned vehicles and trailers in town; and 
requested letters be sent to the property owners.  Discussion followed. 
 
4) Councilor Barb Wigton stated the ditch at South Prairie Carbon River Road and SW Third Street 
needs to be cleaned out and weeds removed.  Discussion followed. 
 
5) In response to complaints about the water having a brownish color and smelling like chlorine, Mayor 
Tony Caldwell said we flushed out the water lines with the new worker.  He said he also had a group 
from a Pierce County work team come out about three months ago, and they helped with cleaning up 
some of the Town properties.  He said there was a hydroseeding company that drew water from the wrong 
hydrant.  They drew water from a hydrant by the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Councilor Barb Wigton 
asked if they draw water from the Fire Station.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said the best place to draw water 
from a hydrant is at Emery Avenue South and Third Street.  Councilor Barb Wigton asked if the Town 
had received any other complaints about the chlorine smell.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said no.  He said he 
would like to have the Council tour the Water and Wastewater Treatment facilities.  Councilor Barb 
Wigton thanked the Mayor and Councilor Stu Terry for cleaning up the Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
Water Treatment Plant and the Town garage on SW Third Street.  Discussion followed. 
 
6) Councilor Barb Wigton asked Councilor Roy Hanson if his contact at Animal Control had spoken to 
the property owner on SE Third Street about the complaints the Town had received.  Mayor Tony 
Caldwell said he spoke to the Town attorney; and we have to be very careful about enforcement issues.  
He recommended that a blanket letter be sent out to every resident in town.  He said we have many 
ordinances that are difficult to enforce.  Discussion followed. 
 
7) Councilor Barb Wigton said we need to fix the flooding issue on Rainer Avenue.  Mayor Tony 
Caldwell said the only way to correct the problem is to raise that low spot on Rainier Avenue.  
Discussion followed.  
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8) Mayor Tony Caldwell stated if you have complaints, we have to use the complaint forms at Town 
Hall.  He said that is how I would like to have complaints handled.  Alicia Satterthwaite stated the junk 
cars are giving criminals a place to hide.  Discussion followed.      
 
RECESS TO OCTOBER 14, 2014, 7:00 PM, FOR RECESSED COUNCIL MEETING/WORK 
SESSION FOR THE UPDATES TO THE COMPREHENSIVE (COMP) PLAN, DEVELOPMENT 
REGULATIONS AND CRITICAL AREAS CODE: 
� At 9:00 PM, Councilor Vicky Watkins moved to recess the Regular Council Meeting to October 14, 

2014, 7:00 PM, for a Recessed Council Meeting/Work Session for the updates to the Comp Plan, 
Development Regulations and Critical Areas Code.  Councilor Barb Wigton seconded the motion.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
 
 

Date Approved:  November 4, 2014 


