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TOWN OF SOUTH PRAIRIE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JULY 1, 2014, 7:00 PM 
South Prairie Town Hall 

121 NW Washington Street 
 

The following is a condensation of the proceedings and is not a verbatim transcript. 

  
CALL TO ORDER: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell called to order and presided over the Regular Council Meeting of Tuesday, July 
1, 2014, at 7:00 PM. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Council Members:   Stu Terry, Roy Hanson, Vicky Watkins and Barb Wigton were present.  Les 
Rossich was absent. 
Also in attendance:  Jan Van Halder, citizen (arrived late); James Morgan, Town Engineer; Judy 
Tremblay, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer; and Marla Nevill, Clerk-Treasurer. 

 
FLAG SALUTE: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested everyone stand for the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA FOR JULY 1, 2014: 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to approve the Agenda for July 1, 2014.   Councilor Roy Hanson 

seconded the motion.  Councilor Barb Wigton requested adding an Executive Session to discuss the 
Union Agreement, since there are several new Council Members.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said he did 
not think an Executive Session was necessary and the employees present were tough enough to hear 
any discussion pertaining to the Union Agreement.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
ENGINEERING REPORT: 
James Morgan said he did not have anything to report for tonight.  He said he received the short plat for 
the fire station property and would get that recorded.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said the job posting would 
come out in the paper tomorrow.  James Morgan requested a copy of the announcement so he could post 
it on the bulletin board at Green River Community College.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said it is posted on 
the Town’s website and he could pull it up and print it out.  Councilor Barb Wigton asked about the 
Boundary Line Adjustment.  James Morgan said the Town did a Boundary Line Adjustment for the fire 
station property.  Discussion followed.  James Morgan said the sewer report is on hold until the Town 
comes up with a new operator and we could monitor the system.  Discussion followed.     
 
PLANNER REPORT: 
(See Exhibit “A” attached). 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said Mart would not be attending the meeting tonight and asked the Council to 
look over the report.  He said Jan Van Halder, owner of the metal building at 110 Emery Avenue South, 
requested to be on the agenda for tonight but he is not here yet.  Councilor Stu Terry asked about the 
expiration for the business license.  Marla Nevill said as of today the business license is expired.  Mayor 
Tony Caldwell said he feels this is in the property owner’s court.  Discussion followed.   
 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 3, 2014: 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to approve the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of June 3, 2014.  

Councilor Barb Wigton seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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APPROVAL OF RECESSED MEETING/WORKSHOP MINUTES OF JUNE 17, 2014: 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to approve the Recessed Council Meeting/Workshop Minutes of June 

17, 2014.  Councilor Vicky Watkins seconded the motion.  There was not a quorum for this 
meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
APPROVAL OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 24, 2014: 
� Councilor Barb Wigton moved to approve the Special Council Meeting Minutes of June 24, 2014.  

Councilor Roy Hanson seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR JUNE 2014 IN THE AMOUNT OF $43,398.93: 
� Councilor Barb Wigton moved to approve the Bills for June 2014 in the amount of $43,398.93 

(forty-three thousand three hundred ninety-eight dollars and ninety-three cents).  Councilor Stu 
Terry seconded the motion.  Several questions were asked and answered regarding several of the 
bills.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 
None   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Councilor Barb Wigton said there is a Zoning Code Violation that has not been resolved.  Discussion 
followed.  Councilor Roy Hanson said an Animal Control Officer is checking out this issue; and she’ll 
get back to the Town.  Councilor Stu Terry said in any event the due date is passed; and a second letter 
should be sent to the property owner.  Discussion followed.   
� Councilor Barb Wigton moved to have the Mayor follow up on this issue and pay a visit to the 

property located on SE Third Street; and talk to them about the zoning code violations.  Councilor 
Stu Terry seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.   

  
NEW BUSINESS: 
1)   Jan Van Halder, Extension of Installation of Sewer Holding Tank – 110 Emery Avenue South: 
Jan Van Halder addressed the Council to request an extension for the installation of the sewer holding 
tank for the metal building located at 110 Emery Avenue South.  He said he contacted five contractors 
and everything is lined up but the contractors are extremely busy right now.  He said the inside plumbing 
was inspected on Monday.  He said the tank should be installed in the near future.  Mayor Tony 
Caldwell said we need to have a date.  He said the business there only has a temporary license.  Jan Van 
Halder stated he has followed up as quickly as possible; but the contractors are not available due to their 
workload.  Councilor Stu Terry asked if he had purchased the tank.  Jan Van Halder said yes, and it 
should be delivered this week.  Discussion followed.  Councilor Barb Wigton said the problem is the 
temporary business license has expired.  Jan Van Halder said he has tried to get things moving as 
quickly as possible.  He finally got approval from the Health Department on June 21, 2014.  Councilor 
Stu Terry suggested extending the Business License thirty (30) days.  Jan Van Halder said he expects 
to have the installation done before the August Council Meeting.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said he spoke 
with Larry and he said when the water is shut off, it causes all kinds of problems.  He said Larry had 
suggested that Jan’s contractor just crimp the water line.  Councilor Vicky Watkins said we should give 
Jan one more month to install the sewer holding tank; and if not completed, then the business should be 
shut down.  Jan Van Halder said he thought that is pretty fair.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Tony 
Caldwell asked Jan how many businesses were operating in the metal building.  Jan Van Halder he 
leases to Exterior Metals.  Councilor Stu Terry said he should talk to his tenant, because it appears there 
are more businesses operating out of the new metal building.  Discussion followed.   
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to extend the deadline for installation of the sewer holding tank at the 

metal building located at 110 Emery Avenue South to August 1, 2014; and also extend the temporary 
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business license for Brian’s Vintage Trailers to August 1, 2014.  Councilor Barb Wigton seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
2) Laborers Local 242 – Draft Union Agreement: 
Councilor Barb Wigton referenced the letter from Kathleen Haggard, Town Attorney.  She said some of 
us have not been involved with negotiations all along.  She said Kathleen said something about if an item 
was agreed upon.  Councilor Stu Terry said a number of issues were tentatively agreed (TA) upon, such 
as not approving the day after Christmas as a paid holiday.  He said this went through the first generation 
and went back.  Then you reach terms.  He said there were a number of things that we just said no; and 
that is how we got an Unfair Labor Practices.  He said really there were really only two issues; 1) Length 
of Contract and 2) Health Insurance.  He said during negotiations, one of the things is you can’t keep 
bringing new people into negotiations.  Councilor Barb Wigton said we have all different players here.  
Councilor Stu Terry said as Kathleen said, it could be seen as not negotiating in good faith if we try to 
change anything at this point.  Councilor Barb Wigton said there were several issues that should be 
resolved.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said he spoke to Travis; and the Union wants to 
clean it up and rewrite the entire contract in 2015.  He said the contract is for two years and it is too close 
right now.  Councilor Barb Wigton stated questions about the Base Pay, Longevity and COLA.  Mayor 
Tony Caldwell said the employees have not looked at a pay raise in approximately three years.  
Councilor Barb Wigton said longevity usually starts at ten years, not back to day one.  Discussion 
followed.        
� Councilor Barb Wigton moved to approve the Union agreement between Laborers Local 242 and 

the Town of South Prairie.  She moved to direct the Union to prepare the final document; and 
authorized the Mayor to sign the agreement.  Councilor Stu Terry seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 
1)  Resignation of Employee:   
Mayor Tony Caldwell said we received a “Letter of Resignation” from the Utility Operator.  He said his 
first call was to the Union then to the Department of Ecology (DOE) and then the Department of Health 
(DOH).  He said he has been working with DOE and DOH.  He went to a meeting with Wilkeson and 
they were discussing the possibility of sharing their employees.  Wilkeson came back with some 
numbers; and it would cost $40 an hour for the sewer operator and $36 an hour for the water operator.  He 
said that would be 14.5 hours a week for sewer and 7.5 hours a week for water.    Discussion followed.  
Mayor Tony Caldwell said he had Marla post the position in the Courier Herald, on the Town’s website 
and AWC (Association of Washington Cities) Jobnet.  He said he posted the position as it is listed in the 
Union Agreement.  If we can’t get an adequate response, we will have to consider splitting the jobs up.  
Councilor Stu Terry asked if the temporary help would be on a 1099.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said they 
would be.  He said he had a meeting with the temporary operators and Larry Harter has agreed to train 
them.  He said Jason has a Group II license for wastewater; and Luke has an Operator I license for water.  
Discussion followed.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said he would like to find one person for the position; but 
we might have to split up the job.  He spoke to the Union and they might have someone.  He asked the 
Council for their thoughts on contracting with Wilkeson.  He said he spoke to two of their employees; and 
they do not feel comfortable with being forced to come to South Prairie.  Discussion followed.  Judy 
Tremblay said if they are not a sub for the Utility Operator, they have to be an employee and we have to 
pay Labor & Industries (L & I), employment taxes, etc. as an employee.  He said he has been scrambling.  
He contacted Valley Water District (VWD) to see if they would reconsider taking us over.  There is grant 
money out there for VWD to get up to speed.  There are issues at the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP); and he had to order parts due to an emergency situation.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Tony 
Caldwell said he should have an answer back tomorrow from Valley Water District.  He said they are 
probably not willing to commit to taking us on but would be willing to help out.  He said Jason and Rick 
are willing to help out.  He said he would try to keep the Council informed of what is going on.  He said 
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as Jim stated, the sewer report is on hold until we have a new operator.  Discussion followed.  James 
Morgan said the Department of Health has growing concerns about the smaller Water Systems.  They are 
willing to give money to Valley Water District to evaluate these smaller systems.  The time is going to 
come when these smaller systems become too costly to operate.  You guys can’t do certain things because 
it’s cost prohibitive.  He said wastewater is the biggest holdup.  He said what’s going to happen is 
Ecology will come in and require the Town to fix the WWTP.  He said right now you have to come up 
with a short-term solution.  Discussion followed.  Councilor Stu Terry said we have to do what is in the 
best interest of the Town.  He said Travis is okay with what we’re doing; but it’s not in the Union 
contract.  He stated he hopes Valley Water District comes up with something.  Mayor Tony Caldwell 
said we could be right back in the same situation where we have an operator in there that is on-call 24/7.  
He said the Council is going to have to consider hiring someone part time or on a staggered shift.  If we 
have a problem with the STEP (septic tank effluent pumping) tanks, we will have to call out Northwest 
Cascade.  Councilor Barb Wigton asked if we knew how many tanks have been serviced.  Mayor Tony 
Caldwell said he did not know.  He said if we have problems with the tanks, it will be an added expense 
to call out Northwest Cascade or Flohawks.  Discussion followed. 
 
2) Agreement with East Pierce Fire & Rescue (EPF&R) for Fire Protection and Emergency 
Medical Services: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said Judy sent the latest draft agreement to EPF&R.  He said he spoke to Chief 
Thorson and he said he thought the rent and expenses were a bit high.  He said Chief Thorson said he 
would take it back to the Commissioners next week.  Discussion followed.           
 
PUBLIC WORKS’ REPORT: 
1) General Utility Maintenance Worker: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said he would like Council approval to pay up to $12 per hour for the position of 
General Utility Maintenance Worker.  Discussion followed. 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to approve up to $12 per hour for the position of General Utility 

Maintenance Worker.  Councilor Barb Wigton seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
CLERK’S REPORT: 
1) AWC Conference 
Judy Tremblay said she attended the AWC (Association of Washington Cities) Conference; and she 
attended several classes pertaining to the legalization of marijuana.  She said when it comes to the 
marijuana issues, it is all a matter of interpretation on what can and cannot be done.  James Morgan said 
he could prepare a graphic that shows the 1,000 foot buffer zone.  Judy Tremblay said there is a 1,000 
foot buffer from licensed daycare facilities as well.  She said these marijuana facilities have to be licensed 
by the State and the local jurisdiction.  Discussion followed.  
 
2) Council Approval Requested to Pay the Utility Operator his Final Paycheck: 
Judy Tremblay requested Council approval to pay the Utility Operator his final paycheck as soon as the 
Union agreement is signed.  Discussion followed. 
� Councilor Barb Wigton moved to authorize issuing the final paycheck to the Utility Operator as 

soon as the Union agreement is signed.  Councilor Stu Terry seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORT: 
1) Carbon River Forum: 
Councilor Roy Hanson said he attended the inaugural meeting of the Carbon River Forum.  He said they 
selected committees such as the Foothills Trail, Signage, etc.  He said they would be meeting quarterly; 
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and he would have more information to report to the Council after the committees get started.  Discussion 
followed.   
 
2) Meeting at Town of Carbonado to Discuss Issues Pertaining to Legalization of Marijuana: 
Councilor Stu Terry said he attended the meeting in Carbonado; and there were two people from the 
Liquor Control Board to answer questions.  He said if you impose a moratorium, you better have a good 
reason in order to defend it in court.  He said there was a lot of discussion about the compounding effects 
of marijuana and alcohol.  Councilor Vicky Watkins said the Liquor Control Board will issue licenses 
even without local approval.  Discussion followed. 
 
3) Councilor Barb Wigton said she would like to get a copy of the agreement with the Pierce County 
Sheriff’s Department.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said the contract was rolled over.  Discussion followed.  
Mayor Tony Caldwell said he was approached by the City of Bonney Lake to contract with them for 
police services; but their numbers were a lot higher.  Discussion followed. 
 
4) Hazardous Tree Sticking Out Into the Path of the Foothills Trail: 
Councilor Vicky Watkins said there is a tree sticking out into the path of the Foothills Trail; and she 
asked who was responsible for removing this hazard.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said Pierce County is 
supposed to maintain the Trail; and he would contact them.  Discussion followed.   
 
5) Request for “Two-way Traffic” Sign on the Foothills Trail: 
Councilor Vicky Watkins requested that a “Two-way Traffic” sign be posted along the Foothills Trail.  
Mayor Tony Caldwell said he would contact Pierce County and follow up with these issues.  Discussion 
followed.     
 
RECESS TO JULY 15, 2014, 7:00 PM FOR WORKSHOP TO REVIEW COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN, DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS AND CRITICAL AREAS CODE: 
� At 9:23 PM, Councilor Vicky Watkins moved to recess the Regular Council Meeting to July 15, 

2014, 7:00 PM.  Councilor Roy Hanson seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Approved:  August 5, 2014  


