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TOWN OF SOUTH PRAIRIE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 2014, 7:00 PM 
South Prairie Town Hall 

121 NW Washington Street 
 

The following is a condensation of the proceedings and is not a verbatim transcript. 

  
CALL TO ORDER: 
Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry called to order and presided over the Regular Council Meeting/Public 
Hearing of Tuesday, June 3, 2014, at 7:03 PM. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Council Members:   Roy Hanson, Vicky Watkins and Barb Wigton were present.  Les Rossich was 
absent. 
Also in attendance:  Mart Kask, Town Planner; Judy Tremblay, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer; and Marla 
Nevill, Clerk-Treasurer. 

 
FLAG SALUTE: 
Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry requested everyone stand for the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA FOR JUNE 3, 2014: 
� Councilor Barb Wigton moved to approve the Agenda for June 3, 2014.   Councilor Roy Hanson 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC HEARING – SIX-YEAR TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PLAN (STIP): 
� At 7:05 PM, Councilor Roy Hanson moved to open the Public Hearing for the Six-Year 

Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP).  Councilor Vicky Watkins seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried unanimously.   

 
Due to the absence of Jim Morgan, Town Engineer, Marla Nevill gave the presentation on the Six-Year 
Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP).  See Exhibit “A” attached.   
 
Marla Nevill referenced page three of the handout which covers the Town of South Prairie Street 
Segment Inventory and the Street Rating Map; and she stated our roads are in pretty good shape so we 
would not be applying for Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) funding this year.  Mayor Pro-Tem 
Stu Terry said we would not be applying for grant funding this year?  Marla Nevill said not for this year.  
She said Jim Morgan started with 2016; and that is Third Street SW to Emery Avenue.  Apparently there 
is some cracking in the pavement by Eleanor; and he put that on the plan to do patching.  She said Jim 
thought the pavement would have to be ground down and do a patch to cover the cracking so it doesn’t 
deteriorate any further.  The second project is a sidewalk completion project.  The planning phase would 
start in 2017 and the construction would be done in 2018; and that is for SW Third Street to Highway 162 
West.  This would be completing the sidewalk; because there is a partial sidewalk there.  It comes from 
SW Third Street to the north.  On the east side of the roadway there is a partial sidewalk; and this would 
complete that sidewalk.  The next project would be the Carbon River Road Extension, which would 
extend from SW First Street out to Highway 162 W.  If for some reason we could not get funding for the 
sidewalk project, then the sidewalk would be included in Item #3, the roadway extension.  #4 is basically 
doing selective patching and overlays to try to keep the roads from deteriorating.  Councilor Barb 
Wigton asked if we have all of the property for Item #3.  She said she knew there was the Treatment 
Plant part there; but do we have all entitlements from First Street to Highway 162?  Marla Nevill said 
Jim touched on that issue; and he said that’s why there is a lot of money up front on that one.  And, he did 
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say that if the Town had to buy right-of-way easement, then that could be considered a match.  Barb 
Wigton said she remembered doing that some years ago and it never went through; and she wasn’t quite 
sure if it was because we didn’t have the property.  Marla Nevill said Jim had said that could be 
considered as a local match.  Councilor Vicky Watkins said is Jim saying there are grants out there or 
coming?  Marla Nevill said he is hoping that there will be more funding coming; but right now the grant 
funding is pretty tight.  Councilor Vicky Watkins asked how we would pay for these projects.  Marla 
Nevill said this is just our wish list more or less.  This is not set in stone; but in order to get the grant 
funding it has to be on the Transportation Improvement Plan.   Councilor Vicky Watkins said she just 
wanted that cleared up, since there is not enough money setting in the pot to do that work.  Councilor 
Barb Wigton said isn’t this where we got the funding for the sidewalk project.  Discussion followed.  
Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry said to Marla, you are no Jim; but you worked out great.  Mart Kask said 
one of the problems for small cities and towns is that these Federal funds require a local match; and the 
local match is about 13.5%.  So, if you have a $100,000 project to pave or repave or fix the road, the 
Federal government would pay $86,500 and the local match would be $13,500.  You have to have that 
money in the bank before they award the grant to you.  That has been a problem for a long time.  The 
Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) program at the State level offers to pick up the 13.5% local 
match for small communities, from time to time.  There is also a rumor that the legislature will do away 
with the TIB program.  He said it’s one thing to do away with an agency if another agency takes over that 
program and continues to provide the local match funding for communities; but that is unknown at this 
point.  Councilor Barb Wigton said there are no other places you could go for granting through another 
agency for these types of projects.  Mart Kask said the County has a Federal grant program from the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development that is called the Community Development Block Grant 
Program.  In order to qualify, you have to have a significant number of people in the community that are 
below the average income earnings.  He has talked to Marla about this from time to time; and at the last 
check, the average income level for South Prairie is above the threshold to qualify for the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG).  However, the CDBG program has made exceptions in the past.  If 
you have a particular area in the town that has a low-income neighborhood, you carve that out and 
identify it as a target area and you may be able to get the CDBG money.  Depending on the year, it ranges 
from 100% to 88% Federal money.  Some activities also require a match.  That is another program that 
could be used for sidewalks and things like that.  He said he is not sure they would pay for paving the 
State highway or something like that; but they do cover pedestrian oriented kinds of programs.  Marla 
Nevill said she was told by Pierce County Community Services that in order to trigger them to do another 
evaluation or survey on the income is for us to submit the application and they would have to verify 
whether or not we meet the guidelines.  Councilor Barb Wigton said it is good to apply; and they could 
turn us down.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry asked if it was important to have public 
comment.  Marla Nevill said no, you can’t force the public to show up.  Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry said 
he was checking to see if there was a rule.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry said he 
would entertain a motion to close the public hearing.                 
 
CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING: 
At 7:18 PM, Councilor Barb Wigton moved to close the Public Hearing for the Six-Year Transportation 
Improvement Plan (STIP).  Councilor Roy Hanson seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
ENGINEERING REPORT: 
   
PLANNER REPORT – MART KASK, TOWN PLANNER: 
(See Exhibit “B” attached). 
1) South Prairie Creek RV Park – Relocating 59 RV Pads: 
RV Park has reached agreement with Pierce County and has sold the former Burlington Northern Sante 
Fe (BNSF) railroad right-of-way to Pierce County.  The RV Park is leasing back the land from the County 
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until about the beginning of year 2016, when the County plans to start construction of the extension of the 
Foothills Trail.  He and the Mayor met with RV Park representative in a pre-application conference and 
were told that a site plan application to relocate the 59 RV sites is forthcoming.  Discussion followed. 
 
2) South Prairie Creek RV Park – Site Plan Application for an Office Building: 
The RV Park filed a site plan application for erecting an office building on the RV Park Site.  He 
conducted an application completion review and determined that the application was incomplete.  He sent 
the applicant a memo identifying what additional information is needed to make the application complete.  
The applicant has requested a 90-day extension to produce a completed application.  The Town approved 
the 90-day extension.  Discussion followed.     
 
4)   Metal Building: 
The property owner has agreed to install a wastewater tank on the site and install toilet facilities in the 
Metal Building.  He is waiting for Pierce County to issue an Occupancy Permit.  Work that remains 
consists of oversight to assure that the property owner carries through with the tank installation in 
accordance with the Town ordinances.  Discussion followed. 
 
5) Comprehensive Plan and Development Regulations Update: 
When the Town of South Prairie began to update its Comprehensive Plan, the Town was under a 
moratorium, issued by the State Department of Ecology that prohibited the Town from issuing any new 
residential sewer connections.  With this restriction in place, the projected 20-year population was the 
same as the current population of 440 persons.  Last month, the County came out with projected 
population targets and raised South Prairie’s 20-year population projection to about 800.  The County’s 
assumption is that the sewer treatment plant will be expanded and that the Ecology Department will lift 
the moratorium.  We have two choices.  Choice one is to accept the County’s population target and plan 
for about 800 population or choice two to stay with the current population of 440.  He needs to work with 
the Mayor to determine which option to follow.  As a result of the changing County policy, the Town will 
be requesting the Commerce Department for allowing us to move the update program deadlines 30 days 
forward.   The update process is continuing and on schedule.  No delays have occurred nor are any 
anticipated.  Discussion followed. 
 

Request to Set Dates for Workshops and a Public Hearing on the Updates of the 
Comprehensive Plan: 
 
Workshop 1 – 17 June 2014 
Workshop 2 – 15 July 2014 
Public Hearing – 5 August 2014 

 
6) Shoreline Master Program Update: 
The issue in contention is the size of the buffer zone between the high water mark along the South Prairie 
Creek and the residential structures on waterfront lots.  The Town has taken the position that the buffer 
width should be fifty (50) feet and not one hundred (100) feet as proposed by Department of Ecology.  
Measurements of the distances between buildings and the Creek have been completed.  To finish this job, 
we need the new FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) Flood Plain Maps to determine the 
location of the flood-way.  Once we have the maps, a report to Ecology will be prepared for the Mayor 
and Town Council to review before shipping it off to the Ecology Department.  Discussion followed. 
 
7) Floodplain Management: 
 The Town needs to update its 1954 Flood Plain Management Ordinance and the Map that goes with the 
Ordinance.  Work on this project has slowed due to the fact that we have not been able to get the updated 
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FEMA Flood Plain Maps.  Once we have the updated maps the project will be completed before the end 
of the year.  Discussion followed. 
 
8) Code Enforcement: 
No new complaints have been filed with the Town Clerk.  Therefore, there is nothing to report in this 
area.  Discussion followed. 
 
9) Intergovernmental Relations: 
The Town Planner’s attendance at the Pierce County Transportation Coordinating Committee, the Pierce 
County Growth Management Coordinating Committee, and the Pierce County Regional Council monthly 
meetings are continuing at no cost to the Town.  Discussion followed. 
 
10) Vacation Time: 
He will be on vacation 22 June 2014 and will return on 9 July 2014.  Discussion followed. 
   
APPROVAL OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 6, 2014: 
� Councilor Barb Wigton moved to approve the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of May 6, 2014.  

Councilor Vicky Watkins seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR MAY 2014 IN THE AMOUNT OF $50,447.74: 
� Councilor Barb Wigton moved to approve the Bills for May 2014 in the amount of $50,447.74 (fifty 

thousand four hundred forty-seven dollars and seventy-four cents).  Councilor Vicky Watkins 
seconded the motion.  Several questions were asked and answered regarding several of the bills.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 
Edward and Katheryn Bentley addressed the Council concerning a letter from the Town regarding 
zoning code violations.   They stated they were not able to meet the May 31, 2014 deadline to comply 
with the zoning code violations and requested an extension.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Pro-Tem Stu 
Terry authorized extending the compliance deadline to June 23, 2014.  Discussion followed.   
 
Edward Bentley asked why the water and sewer bill was so high. Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry stated 
there were not enough people to pay for the cost of operating the water and sewer systems.  He stated that 
was why we were trying to get Valley Water District to take over our utilities, because they have a larger 
customer base.  Katheryn Bentley asked what happened.  Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry said it fell 
through and they decided not to take over our water and sewer systems.  He stated the Council voted to 
reduce the annual increase for the utilities from 10% to 5%.  Discussion followed.    
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1)   Resolution No. 328 - Six-Year Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP): 
� Councilor Vicky Watkins moved to approve Resolution No. 328 adopting the Six-Year 

Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP).  Councilor Barb Wigton seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
2) Nominations and Appointment of New Mayor Pro-Tempore for July 2014 – December 2014: 
� Councilor Roy Hanson moved to nominate and appoint new Mayor Pro-Tempore for July 2014 – 

December 2014.  Councilor Vicky Watkins seconded the motion.  Councilor Vicky Watkins said 
she nominates Stu Terry.  Councilor Roy Hanson and Councilor Barb Wigton both stated they 
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approved the nomination of Stu Terry for Mayor Pro-Tempore.  Councilor Roy Hanson moved to 
amend his motion by nominating Stu Terry as Mayor Pro-Tempore for July 2014 – December 2014.  
Councilor Vicky Watkins seconded the amended motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

3) Madison Jenkins Request for Free Use of the Community Center and/or the Corner Lot at 
Emery Avenue South and Highway 162 E for Fundraising Activities to Raise Funds for an 
Educational Trip to Washington DC During Spring Break 2015: 
� Councilor Vicky Watkins moved to discuss and either approve or deny the request from Madison 

Jenkins for free use of Town property.  Councilor Barb Wigton seconded the motion.  Mayor Pro-
Tem Stu Terry asked the Council if they had any opinions on this issue.  Councilor Vicky Watkins 
stated everyone should pay unless they are a non-profit organization, as it is stated in the ordinance.  
Councilor Roy Hanson said he agreed.  Councilor Barb Wigton said the Town still has to pay for 
heat and lights.  Councilor Vicky Watkins suggested she get someone to sponsor her.  Discussion 
followed.  Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry called for the vote.  Council unanimously rejected the 
request from Madison Jenkins for free use of Town facilities.  The Council requested a Town be 
sent to Ms. Jenkins explaining the reasons why the request was denied. 

 
4) Schedule Public Hearing for August 5, 2014, 7:00 PM, for Comprehensive Plan, Development 
Regulations and Critical Areas Code Updates: 
� Councilor Vicky Watkins moved to schedule the Public Hearing for the Comprehensive Plan, 

Development Regulations and Critical Areas Code Updates for August 5, 2014, 7:00 PM.  Councilor 
Roy Hanson seconded the motion.  Mart Kask said the material presented at the Workshop on June 
17, 2014 would be about the same as the material presented at the Public Hearing.  Discussion 
followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
5) Pierce County Community Connections Cooperation Agreement for Urban County Community 
Development Program Funds Amendment 1: 
� Councilor Bard Wigton moved to approve the Pierce County Community Connections Cooperation 

Agreement for Urban County Community Development Program Funds Amendment 1.  Councilor 
Vicky Watkins seconded the motion.  Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry stated we are already in this; and 
it allows us to get Community Development and other grant funding collectively with other members 
of the Co-op.  He said if we are not part of this group, we would have to apply independently for 
these grant funds.  Mart Kask said hotel/motel tax is collected and South Prairie should receive a 
share of that tax.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry said if the Town does nothing, 
we would still be part of this Cooperation Agreement.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
6) Carbon River Forum Authorized Representative – Remove Peggy Levesque and Appoint New 
Representative:  (Inaugural Meeting of the Carbon River Forum is Tuesday, June 17, 2014, 2:00 – 
4:00 PM or 6:00 – 8:00 PM – Wilkeson Town Hall, 540 Church Street, Wilkeson, WA  98396) 
� Councilor Barb Wigton moved to remove Peggy Levesque as the authorized representative for the 

Carbon River Forum and appoint a new representative.  Councilor Roy Hanson seconded the 
motion.  Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry stated they are trying to get the towns in the area to attend the 
meetings.  He said they have had meetings to form the processes of the organization; now they are 
calling a meeting to include all of the members.  Discussion followed.  Councilor Roy Hanson 
volunteered as the Authorized Representative.  Councilor Barb Wigton nominated Roy Hanson as 
the Authorized Representative.  Councilor Vicky Watkins was in agreement with the nomination.  
Councilor Barb Wigton moved to amend her motion to nominate Roy Hanson as the Authorized 
Representative for the Carbon River Forum.  Councilor Roy Hanson seconded the amended motion.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 
1)  Pierce County Regional Council Representative and Alternate:   
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Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry requested that Marla contact Pierce County Regional Council and change the 
Town’s Representative to Stu Terry and the Alternate to Les Rossich.  Discussion followed. 
 
2) Abandoned Vehicle at the Veterans Park: 
Mayor Pro-Tem Stu Terry said there was what appeared to be an abandoned vehicle and camper-trailer 
parked at the Veterans Park for approximately five days.  He contacted Cascade Towing to remove the 
vehicles from Town property.  When Cascade Towing hooked onto the vehicle there was movement in 
the trailer; and there was someone living in the trailer.  They were directed to remove their vehicles from 
Town Property.  Discussion followed.  
   
PUBLIC WORKS’ REPORT: 
None  
 
CLERK’S REPORT: 
1) An Aid from Senator Pam Roach’s office will conduct a meeting in Carbonado regarding I-502 
(marijuana grow farm) on June 25, 2014, 6:00 PM.  If three or more Council Members plan on 
attending, we have to post it as a workshop: 
Marla Nevill asked if any Council Members plan on attending the meeting in Carbonado.  Marla Nevill 
and Council Members Stu Terry and Vicky Watkins plan on attending the meeting.  Discussion followed. 
 
2) Judy Tremblay Attending the Association of Washington Cities (AWC) Conference in Spokane: 
Judy Tremblay stated she received a grant from AWC to attend their Conference in Spokane; and she is 
planning on attending two classes pertaining to I-502 (marijuana).  She said AWC is paying for the 
conference registration.  She said she is carpooling to and from the conference with a Council Member 
from Buckley and requested the Council approve reimbursement for one-half of the mileage.  Discussion 
followed.  It was the consensus of the Council to approve reimbursement for one-half of the mileage. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORT: 
Councilor Barb Wigton gave an update to the Council on the negotiations with East Pierce Fire & 
Rescue for the contract for fire protection and emergency medical services.  Judy Tremblay gave an 
overview of how the tax funds are collected and dispersed for the payments to East Pierce Fire & Rescue 
for fire protection and emergency medical services.  Discussion followed 
 
RECESS: 
� At 9:35 PM, Councilor Roy Hanson moved to recess the Regular Council Meeting to June 17, 2014, 

7:00 PM.  Councilor Vicky Watkins seconded the motion.  Councilor Roy Hanson said he might 
not be able to make the recessed Council meeting since he would be attending the meeting in 
Wilkeson.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 

Date Approved:  July 1, 2014  


