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TOWN OF SOUTH PRAIRIE 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2014, 7:00 PM 
South Prairie Town Hall 

121 NW Washington Street 
 

The following is a condensation of the proceedings and is not a verbatim transcript. 

  
CALL TO ORDER: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell called to order and presided over the Regular Council Meeting of Tuesday, May 
6, 2014, at 7:00 PM. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Council Members:   Stu Terry, Les Rossich and Vicky Watkins were present. 
Also in attendance:  Norma Catchpole, Gerald Stingley, Lois & Gary Erath, Roy Hanson, Barb Wigton, 
Tommy Inglin and Christina Neuman, citizens; Mart Kask, Town Planner; James Morgan, Town 
Engineer; and Marla Nevill, Clerk-Treasurer. 

 
FLAG SALUTE: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested everyone stand for the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA FOR MAY 6, 2014: 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to approve the Agenda for May 6, 2014.   Councilor Les Rossich 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
INTERVIEW PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES AND APPOINTMENT OF CANDIDATES TO 
COUNCIL POSITIONS #2 AND #4: 
The Council interviewed prospective candidates. 

� Councilor Stu Terry moved to appoint Roy Hanson to Council Position #2 and Barbara Wigton 
to Council Position #4.  Councilor Vicky Watkins seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
SWEAR IN ROY HANSON TO COUNCIL POSITION #2: 
Marla Nevill administered the Oath of Office for Roy Hanson, Council Position #2. 
 
SWEAR IN BARBARA WIGTON TO COUNCIL POSITION #4: 
Marla Nevill administered the Oath of Office for Barbara Wigton, Council Position #4. 
 
ENGINEERING REPORT – JAMES MORGAN, TOWN ENGINEER: 
(See Exhibit “A” attached). 
1) Permits: 
CenturyLink has applied for their right-of-way permit to move lines in front of the fire station.  Upon 
completion, we will review and sign off on the close-out of the permit.  Discussion followed. 
 
2) Fire Station Property Segregation: 
The boundary line adjustment for the fire station is completed and ready for signature.   After the 
documents are signed, it will be submitted to the County for recording.  Discussion followed. 
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3) Wastewater Treatment Plant Re-Rating: 
He has begun the process of preparing a memo to increase the number of connections to the treatment 
plant.  He anticipates having a request to obtain some reports to Larry by the end of the week.  Discussion 
followed. 
 
4) Six-Year Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP): 
He stated this item was not listed in his report; but he is working on updating the Six-Year Transportation 
Improvement Plan; and requested the Council schedule a public hearing for June.  Discussion followed.  
 
PLANNER REPORT – MART KASK, TOWN PLANNER: 
(See Exhibit “B” attached). 
1) South Prairie Creek RV Park – Relocating 59 RV Pads: 
RV Park has reached agreement with Pierce County and has sold the former Burlington Northern Sante 
Fe (BNSF) railroad right-of-way to Pierce County.  The RV Park is leasing back the land from the County 
until about the beginning of year 2016, when the County plans to start construction of the extension of the 
Foothills Trail.  He and the Mayor met with RV Park representative in a pre-application conference and 
were told that a site plan application to relocate the 59 RV sites is forthcoming.  Discussion followed. 
 
2) South Prairie Creek RV Park – Site Plan Application for an Office Building: 
The RV Park filed a site plan application for erecting an office building on the RV Park Site.  He 
conducted an application completion review and determined that the application was incomplete.  He sent 
the applicant a memo identifying what additional information is needed to make the application complete.  
The applicant has indicated that they may need additional time to provide the supplemental materials.  
Discussion followed.     
 
3) Carports of Washington:   
Pierce County Planning and Land Services has informed him that they have completed the occupancy 
review and have issued two occupancy permits; one for the office building and one for the storage shed.  
He considers this project to be complete and no further work is anticipated.  Discussion followed. 
 
4)   Metal Building: 
The property owner has agreed to install a wastewater tank on the site and install toilet facilities in the 
Metal Building.  He is waiting for Pierce County to issue an Occupancy Permit.  Work that remains 
consists of oversight to assure that the property owner carries through with the tank installation in 
accordance with the Town ordinances.  Discussion followed. 
 
5) Comprehensive Plan and Development Regulations Update: 
The update process is continuing and on schedule.  No delays have occurred nor are any anticipated.  In 
June or July, there will be a public hearing on the draft update of the two documents.  Discussion 
followed. 
 
6) Shoreline Master Program Update: 
The issue in contention is the size of the buffer zone between the high water mark along the South Prairie 
Creek and the residential structures on waterfront lots.  The Town has taken the position that the buffer 
width should be fifty (50) feet and not one hundred (100) feet as proposed by Department of Ecology.  
Measurements of the distances between buildings and the Creek have been completed.  To finish this job, 
we need the new FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) Flood Plain Maps to determine the 
location of the flood-way.  Once we have the maps, a report to Ecology will be prepared for the Mayor 
and Town Council to review before shipping it off to the Ecology Department.  Discussion followed. 
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7) Floodplain Management: 
 The Town needs to update its 1954 Flood Plain Management Ordinance and the Map that goes with the 
Ordinance.  Work on this project has slowed due to the fact that we have not been able to get the updated 
FEMA Flood Plain Maps.  Once we have the updated maps the project will be completed before the end 
of the year.  Discussion followed. 
 
8) Code Enforcement: 
No new complaints have been filed with the Town Clerk.  Therefore, there is nothing to report in this 
area.  Discussion followed. 
 
9) Intergovernmental Relations: 
The Town Planner’s attendance at the Pierce County Transportation Coordinating Committee, the Pierce 
County Growth Management Coordinating Committee, and the Pierce County Regional Council monthly 
meetings are continuing at no cost to the Town.  Discussion followed. 
   
APPROVAL OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 1, 2014: 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to approve the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of April 1, 2014.  

Councilor Vicky Watkins seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF RECESSED COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 22, 2014: 
� Councilor Les Rossich moved to approve the Recessed Council Meeting Minutes of April 22, 2014.  

Councilor Roy Hanson seconded the motion.  Councilor Stu Terry requested a correction under 

Council Member’s Reports to read as follows:  “Councilor Stu Terry said that there are no 
potholes on Carriage Road as he has filled them.”  Councilor Vicky Watkins stated her last 
name was misspelled in several places and requested it be changed to Watkins not Watson.   
Councilor Les Rossich moved to amend his motion to approve the Recessed Council Meeting 
Minutes of April 22, 2014, with corrections.  Councilor Roy Hanson seconded the amended motion.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested amending the Agenda to allow a citizen’s comment, as this person has 
to leave early. 
 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 
Christina Neuman stated we have an odor problem on our block of SE Third Street, since a farm has 
gone in.  She stated they cannot enjoy their home because of the smell; and this has trapped them in their 
home.  She said this should not be allowed in a Residential Zone.  Discussion followed.   
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR APRIL 2014 IN THE AMOUNT OF $51,239.96: 
� Councilor Les Rossich moved to approve the Bills for April 2014 in the amount of $51,239.96 (fifty-

one thousand two hundred thirty-nine dollars and ninety-six cents).  Councilor Stu Terry seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS CONTINUED: 
Norma Catchpole, Gerald Stingley, Lois and Gary Erath addressed the Council with complaints regarding 
a residential property on SE Third Street that has been turned into a farm with numerous animals 
including goats, ducks, chickens, etc.  They also stated they are unable to enjoy their property and are like 
prisoners in their own homes; because the smell is so bad they cannot go outside.  They also stated 
complaints about numerous pallets leaned up against the fence and that property looking like a junkyard.  
Concerns were also stated about devaluing neighboring properties.  It was also stated that a neighbor has 
had their property up for sale and have been unable to even get prospective buyers to look at their 
property because of the “farm and junkyard” that is next door.  It was stated this type of activity should 
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not be allowed inside the city limits.  Concerns were stated about the runoff from animal feces getting 
into South Prairie Creek.  Discussion followed. 
 
Gary and Lois Erath stated concerns about the bank caving in on Emery Avenue North; and they 
requested the Town post warning signs.  Discussion followed.     
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said he would like the Council to make the necessary changes to the Nuisance 
Ordinance; so we can send it off to the attorney to get revised. 
1) Review Nuisance Ordinances from Other Jurisdictions – Direct Town Attorney to Draft 

Revised Ordinance – Tabled from the April 1, 2014 Council Meeting: 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to review the Nuisance Ordinance for possible revisions to limit the 

number of animals.  Councilor Les Rossich seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Mart Kask 
said some of the citizens’ complaints regarding animals could be addressed in the Zoning Code.  He 
said in the Unified Development Regulations, Residential District Regulations, Chapter 17.04, 
Section 17.04.010(E), Permitted Accessory Uses, Item 6) states:  “Keeping of not more than five (5) 
family pets, such as dogs, cats or other domestic or tamed animals which are not vicious by nature;” 
and Item 7) states:  “Keeping of horses, cattle, chickens, rabbits, sheep or other similar animals, not 
including swine, provided shelters are provided for the animals at least fifty feet from any property 
line adjoining a street or other lot.  A lot area, in addition to the minimum required for a dwelling, 
shall be provided equivalent to one acre for each animal over three hundred pounds in weight.  This 
regulation shall not be construed to permit the keeping of animals in any place or manner which will 
endanger the public health or safety.”  Discussion followed.  Councilor Stu Terry moved to amend 
his motion to leave Ordinance No. 532, Animal Control Regulations, as it stands, and remove this 
issue from the table.  Councilor Les Rossich seconded the amended motion.  (Three Council 
Members approved the motion [Terry, Rossich and Watkins]; and two Council Members opposed the 
motion [Hanson and Wigton]).  Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested the Council address the citizens’ complaints.   
� Councilor Roy Hanson moved to send a letter to the property owner on SE Third Street, addressing 

the citizens’ complaints; and reference any code violations in the letter.  Councilor Barb Wigton 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 
NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
1)   Six-Year Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP) – Schedule Public Hearing for the Town 
Council Meeting on June 3, 2014, 7:00 PM: 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to schedule the public hearing for the Six-Year Transportation 

Improvement Plan (STIP) for June 3, 2014, 7:00 PM.  Councilor Les Rossich seconded the motion.  
Motion carried unanimously.  James Morgan said the public hearing should only take about five 
minutes. 

  
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
1)  Fee Schedule:  Mayor Tony Caldwell said he, Marla and Judy have been reviewing the Fee 
Schedule.  He said “Meter Setter” is not addressed in the Fee Schedule.  He said we need to fine tune the 
Fee Resolution and the Utility Ordinance.  Discussion followed.   
2)  Agreement with East Pierce Fire and Rescue:  Mayor Tony Caldwell said we have been working 
with East Pierce Fire and Rescue on updating the agreement for fire protection and Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS).  Discussion followed.  Councilor Barb Wigton volunteered to be on the negotiating 
committee for the agreement with East Pierce Fire and Rescue.  Discussion followed.   
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PUBLIC WORKS’ REPORT: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said he requested the Utility Operator submit reports to him; so he would not have 
to attend the Council meetings.  Discussion followed. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT: 
Marla Nevill said we had to send the Council table back because it was too big.  Discussion followed. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORT: 
Councilor Vicky Watkins stated she would like to report a rotten egg smell just past the espresso stand.  
She said it might be a gas leak.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said we do not have natural gas service in Town.  
James Morgan said it might be coming from a sewer manhole.  Discussion followed. 
 
Councilor Barb Wigton asked about committees.  Councilor Stu Terry said he is on the committee for 
the Labor Agreement negotiations.  Discussion followed 
 
Mayor Tony Caldwell stated he would like to meet with the Council for a few minutes after the Council 
meeting is adjourned.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
� At 9:20 PM, Councilor Stu Terry moved to adjourn the Regular Council Meeting of May 6, 2014.  

Councilor Les Rossich seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

 
Date Approved:  June 3, 2014  

 


