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TOWN OF SOUTH PRAIRIE 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2013, 7:00 PM 

South Prairie Town Hall 
121 NW Washington Street 

 
 

The following is a condensation of the proceedings and is not a verbatim transcript. 

 
SWEAR IN MAYOR ANTHONY CALDWELL: 
Marla Nevill, Clerk-Treasurer, administered the “Oath of Office” for Mayor Anthony Caldwell.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell called to order and presided over the Regular Council Meeting of Tuesday, October 1, 
2013, at 7:00 PM. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Council Members:  Jim Frank, Laura Heideman and Stu Terry were present.  Phil Marshall was absent. 
Also in attendance:  Mart Kask, Town Planner; James Morgan, Town Engineer; Walt and Martha Olsen, 
Foothills Historical Society; Les Rossich, citizen; Judy Tremblay, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer and Marla Nevill, 
Clerk-Treasurer. 

 
FLAG SALUTE: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell requested everyone stand for the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
COUNCIL MOTION TO APPOINT LES ROSSICH TO COUNCIL POSITION NO. 3: 

� Councilor Stu Terry moved to appoint Les Rossich to Council Position No. 3.  Councilor Laura 
Heideman seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
SWEAR IN LES ROSSICH TO COUNCIL POSITION NO. 3: 
Marla Nevill, Clerk-Treasurer, administered the “Oath of Office” for Les Rossich, Council Position No. 3. 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA FOR OCTOBER 1, 2013: 
Request Amendment to Agenda:  New Business – Item 10) Discuss Report from Arborist and Tree 
Trimming Project. 
� Councilor Laura Heideman moved to approve the Agenda for October 1, 2013, with the requested 

amendment.   Councilor Stu Terry seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ENGINEERING REPORTS: 
James Morgan – Town Engineer – On-Call Services: 
Inventory for Water and Sewer Utility Transfer: 
James Morgan said he worked on the inventory for the water and sewer utility transfer.  He said the Valley 
Water District Board is reviewing the draft agreement tonight; then it would be forwarded to the Town of South 
Prairie for review.  He said the transfer might be completed by the first of the year.  Discussion followed.     
 
PLANNER REPORT: 
Floodplain Management Audit: 
Mart Kask said the Town was visited by representatives from the Washington Department of Ecology for a 
FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) Floodplain Management Audit on September 5, 2013.  He said 
the Town adopted a floodplain management ordinance in 1981.  There apparently have been several updates to the 
Floodplain Management regulations and the Town has never amended the original ordinance.  He and Marla 
requested a list of the affected properties and were told a formal request would have to be submitted by the Town 
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of South Prairie.  He said the Mayor has signed the letter and the request was sent to FEMA.  He said the auditors 
said they would submit a formal report of their findings within thirty days from the date of the audit.  We will 
send a response when we receive the report.  He said option 1 is to agree with their findings, option 2 is to 
disagree and option 3 is request additional time to research the issues before submitting a formal response.  
Discussion followed.  Councilor Jim Frank had several questions regarding the flood elevations.  Mart Kask said 
our Code required that the first habitable floor should be one foot above the 100-year flood elevation.  We have 
requested flood maps from FEMA but have not received the maps.  We had a promise from the Floodplain 
Management Auditor that we would get the maps.  Councilor Jim Frank asked if the flood elevations were 
based on the 1929 datum.  Discussion followed.  Mart Kask said he would check this out and find out the base 
datum.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said we are concerned about the fire station, since it was the only one that did not 
meet the flood elevation requirements.  Mart Kask said the problem with the fire station is that it’s a significant 
public facility; and we might have to elevate the structure three feet above the 100-year flood elevation.  
Discussion followed.  Mart Kask said he would continue to track this issue and report back to the Council.  
Councilor Stu Terry asked what would have to be done to comply.  He asked if the fire station would have to be 
torn down.  Mart Kask said no.  James Morgan asked if the Town was a member of the Pierce County Flood 
Control Zone District (PCFCZD) and if money would be available through them.  Mart Kask said yes the Town 
is a member.  He said PCFCZD is assembling a Capital Facilities Plan.  He said we are not far enough along to 
tell them what we want.  We don’t know how much money this would cost.  Discussion followed.   
 
Code Enforcement: 
Mart Kask said letters were sent out to two parties regarding code enforcement issues.  He said our new code 
gives respondents thirty days to comply.  This issue will come before the Council at the November 5, 2013 
Council Meeting.  He said if they fail to comply, we will have to take the next step on enforcement action.  
Discussion followed.   
 
Comp Plan Update Grant Application: 
Mart Kask said we have filed the Comp Plan Update Grant application with the State.  He said there have been 
several changes to the Development Regulations since 2007.  We have to hold a public hearing and ask the public 
if they wish to change the regulations to correct the gaps in the code.  He said we should have the Comp Plan 
Update wrapped up by next summer.  Our code is not that extensive.  Mayor Tony Caldwell asked when the 
money would be available.  Mart Kask said the State would send out the contract and it has to be approved by 
Council.  He said we should have the contract for Council approval at the November 5, 2013 Council meeting.  
Discussion followed.   
 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2013: 
� Councilor Jim Frank moved to approve the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of September 3, 2013.  

Councilor Laura Heideman seconded the motion.  Councilor Laura Heideman requested the following 
corrections:  1) Under Flag Salute – Change Mayor Peggy Levesque to Mayor Pro-Tem Laura Heideman; and 

2) Under the second item under Mayor’s Report change the second sentence as follows:  “She said people 
were out there hitting golf balls into Third Street.”  Councilor Jim Frank moved to amend his motion to 
approve the Regular Council Meeting Minutes of September 3, 2013, with corrections.  Councilor Laura 
Heideman seconded the amended motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
APPROVAL OF BILLS FOR SEPTEMBER 2013, IN THE AMOUNT OF $47,771.16: 
� Councilor Laura Heideman moved to approve the bills for September 2013, in the amount of $47,771.16 

(forty-seven thousand seven hundred seventy-one dollars and sixteen cents).  Councilor Les Rossich 
seconded the motion.  Several questions were asked and answered regarding the September bills.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
None 
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NEW BUSINESS:    
1) Review Draft 2014 Budget and Set the Public Hearing for November 5, 2013: 
� Councilor Laura Heideman moved to set the Public Hearing for the FY2014 Budget for November 5, 2013, 

7:00 PM.  Councilor Les Rossich seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Judy Tremblay said adjustments to the General Fund reflect that the Water and Sewer Utilities as being 
transferred to Valley Water District but she had to leave some money in the Water and Sewer Funds.  She 
explained some of the changes to the FY2014 Budget and Council discussion ensued.  James Morgan 
suggested developing a storm drainage ordinance and charging the citizens a storm drainage fee.  Discussion 
followed. 

 
2) Cascade Towing – Update Agreement for Services: 
� Councilor Laura Heideman moved to approve the agreement for services with Cascade Towing.  Councilor 

Jim Frank seconded the motion.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said we had an abandoned vehicle at the 
Community Center and the Clerk contacted them and they came right down and towed the vehicle.  He asked 
who wanted to be on the list to authorize towing orders.  Stu Terry, Les Rossich, Jim Frank, Tony Caldwell, 
Marla Nevill and Judy Tremblay are authorized to sign for towing services for the Town of South Prairie.  
Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
3) Valley Water District (VWD) – Status Report:  Staff sent information to VWD and we are waiting for 

the Sales and Purchase Agreement from VWD: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said Jim Morgan, Marla Nevill and Judy Tremblay prepared an inventory list and sent 
the information to VWD.  The VWD Board of Commissioners are reviewing and voting on the agreement 
tonight; and it will be sent to their attorney for changes if necessary.  Then the agreement will be sent to the 
Town Council for review and approval.  Discussion followed. 

 
4) Revise Business License Ordinance: 

Tabled until the November 5, 2013 Council Meeting 
 

5) Ordinance No. 537 – Adopting New Provisions Related to Vehicle and Traffic:  
� Councilor Jim Frank moved to discuss Ordinance No. 537 and direct the Town Attorney to revise as 

necessary.  Councilor Laura Heideman seconded the motion.  Council reviewed and made corrections to 
Ordinance No. 537.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

6) Mark Nevill – Request to Repair the Town Hall bell and Mount on a Stand: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell introduced Walt and Martha Olsen, Foothills Historical Society.  Martha Olsen said 
we definitely want to display the Town Hall bell; but have space constraints.  She said they would definitely 
find space for the bell.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said the Town of South Prairie would like to loan the bell to 
the Foothills Historical Society.  Martha Olsen suggested pictures and some history be submitted with the 
bell.  Discussion followed.   

� Councilor Jim Frank moved to authorize Mark Nevill to build a platform and mount the Town Hall bell; so 
it can be loaned to the Foothills Historical Society in Buckley to be put on display.   Councilor Laura 
Heideman seconded the motion.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said not all the parts are there.  Discussion 
followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
7) Washington Committee for Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve: 
� Councilor Laura Heideman moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the certificate for the Washington 

Committee for Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve.  Councilor Les Rossich seconded the motion.  
Discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
8) Review Nuisance Ordinance for Modification to Set Limits on the Number of Animals as Stated in the 

Animal Control Ordinance and Direct Town Attorney to Revise the Nuisance Ordinance: 
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Mayor Tony Caldwell said we have had several complaints about a property on SE Third Street; and the 
neighbors are complaining that the property has turned into a farm yard.  He said the way the ordinance reads 
right now there is not a limit on the number of animals.  Discussion followed.  It was the consensus of the 
Council to obtain ordinances from other jurisdictions. 

� Councilor Jim Frank moved to research this issue further and table until the November 5, 2013 Council 
Meeting.  Councilor Laura Heideman seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
9) Shoreline Master Program Update – Review Recommended and Required Changes from Sarah Lukas, 

Washington State Department of Ecology.  Sarah Lukas requested a meeting with Representatives 
from the Town on October 16th, 17th or 21st at 10:00 or 10:30 AM: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said there are roughly twelve items on Sarah Lukas’ report.  He said we are meeting 
with Sarah Lukas on October 16, 2013 at 10:30 AM.  Discussion followed.  Councilor Jim Frank said he 
would be attending the meeting. 

 
10) Discuss Arborist Report and Tree Trimming Projects: 

Mayor Tony Caldwell said we received the Arborist report (see Exhibit “A” attached) and Marla will check 
with AWC to see if we can use the remainder of the grant to trim those trees that were addressed in the report.  
Discussion followed. 

� Councilor Stu Terry moved to have Marla go out to bid for tree trimming of various trees not listed in the 
Arborist report.  Councilor Les Rossich seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS: 
None 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said we have a new Town Attorney, Mark Orthman.  He said Kathleen Haggard is 
working on other projects.  Discussion followed.   
 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said he would like to divide the fire station property into three parcels and annex into East 
Pierce Fire and Rescue (District #22) within the near future.  Judy Tremblay said we are losing about $2,000 - 
$3,000 a year on the Fire Station/Community Center property.  She said if we annex into the Fire District, we 
would be about $2,500 to the good.  We would reduce some of the costs pertaining to the Fire Station/Community 
Center.  Councilor Jim Frank said we have a $2,000 loss a year.  How does this play into disincorporation?  
Mayor Tony Caldwell said if we do not annex into the Fire District, East Pierce Fire and Rescue would not cover 
us for Fire Protection and Emergency Medical Services.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Tony Caldwell said he 
would like to see it divided into three parcels.  Rainier Avenue east to the edge of the asphalt would be one parcel; 
the asphalt and the Fire Station/Community Center and half of the parking lot to the east of the Fire 
Station/Community Center would be another parcel; and the Veterans Park would be the third parcel.  Mart Kask 
said it could be divided into three parcels.  We could have it surveyed and recorded with the Assessor-Treasurer 
for the Land Subdivision.  Councilor Jim Frank said this is probably a wise move.  Discussion followed.  
Mayor Tony Caldwell said he would entertain a motion to amend the agenda to add solicitation of quotes from 
surveyors for the Fire Station/Community Center property. 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to amend the agenda to add Item #11 under New Business; solicitation of quotes 

from surveyors for the Fire Station/Community Center property.  Councilor Laura Heideman seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
11) Solicitation of Quotes from Surveyors to subdivide the Fire Station/Community Center Property: 
� Councilor Stu Terry moved to solicit quotes from at least three surveyors to subdivide the Fire 

Station/Community Center property into three parcels.  Councilor Laura Heideman seconded the motion.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT CONTINUED: 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said when Valley Water District takes over the water and sewer utilities we will not have 
a place to store equipment.  He proposed we build a building in the parking lot area of Town Hall.  He said it 
would probably have to be 10,000 – 15,000 square feet.  He asked the Council to think about this for discussion at 
the next Council meeting.  Discussion followed.   
 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said he’s looking into hiring someone to clean the Community Center.  He said it would 
pay $10 per hour.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Tony Caldwell asked the Council to ask around to see if anyone 
is interested. 
 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said we really need to clean the floors at the Community Center.  Discussion followed. 
 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said the person who damaged the Third Street Park has paid the Town to repair the 
damages.  He said he would contact our landscaper to make those repairs.  Discussion followed.   
 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said Exterior Metals repaired the damages to the Town garage on Third Street.  He said a 
Thank you letter would be sent out to Exterior Metals.  Discussion followed. 
 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said there is a pothole on First and Tacoma; and he would ask Larry to patch it.  
Discussion followed.   
 
Mayor Tony Caldwell said next month he would like to address spending issues.  Discussion followed.    
 
PUBLIC WORKS’ REPORT: 
None 
 
CLERK’S REPORT: 
None 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORT: 
Councilor Stu Terry said the Salmon Run is done.  Discussion followed.   
 
Councilor Les Rossich thanked the Council for having him on the Council.  Discussion followed 
 
Judy Tremblay said to call her if anyone has any questions regarding the FY2014 Budget. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

� At 9:10 PM, Councilor Jim Frank moved to adjourn the Regular Council Meeting of October 1, 
2013.  Councilor Stu Terry seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
 
 

Date Approved:  November 5, 2013  

 


